
Author:  It is thought that Ezra, the author of the Chronicles, wrote the book of Ezra, and a substantial por-
tion of the book of Nehemiah, with the help of Nehemiah and his journal.  The books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
cover the period of time from around 536 B.C. to 440 B.C.  They are historical books, chronicling the exile of 
Judah from Babylonian captivity, and the rebuilding of the temple and the city walls of Jerusalem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EZRA SUMMARY 
Chapter 1—Cyrus issues an edict allowing the Hebrews to go back to the land of Judah 
Chapter 2—The number of exiles who were emancipated totaled 49, 897. 
Chapter 3—The first step in the restoration of Jerusalem was the erection of an altar of burnt offering.  The 
Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated and materials were gathered to rebuild the temple.  Under Zerubbabel, 
the foundation for the temple was laid. 
Chapter 4—Opposition arose and the work on the temple was stopped. 
Chapter 5 and 6—Darius ascends to the throne of Persia and the work on the temple is resumed and com-
pleted. 
Chapters 7 and 8—During the reign of Artexerses, Ezra arrives in Jerusalem to teach the law of God to the 
people. 
Chapters 9 and 10—Distraught with the evil that is rampant, stemming from the intermarrying of the people 
with idolaters, Ezra calls the people to confession, repentance, and renewal to God’s covenant. 
 
NEHEMIAH SUMMARY 
Chapter 1—Nehemiah hears of the devastation of Jerusalem and is saddened by the news 
Chapter 2—Nehemiah, cupbearer for King Artexerses, goes to the king and asks permission to go to Jerusa-
lem.  Permission is granted and Nehemiah goes to assess the damage to the city walls.  Upon inspection, Ne-
hemiah calls for the rebuilding of the walls immediately. 
Chapter 3—Nehemiah delegates and assigns various crews to help with the reconstruction 
Chapter 4—Nehemiah encounters opposition to the building of the walls. 
Chapter 5—Nehemiah engages in work to help those who are in need. 



Chapter 6—After encountering more opposition to the effort, the project of rebuilding the city walls 
was finally completed. 
Chapter 7—Chapter 7 lists the census of all the exiles who had returned to Jerusalem.   
Chapter 8—Ezra addresses the people by reminding them of the law of the Lord 
Chapter 9 and 10—The people confess their sins and repent and the covenant is renewed 
Chapter 11 and 12—The walls are dedicated 
Chapter 13—Nehemiah’s final reforms 


